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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5983- Home: (217) 348-7553 
89-229 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
OASIS AT EASTERN 
May 8, 1989 
CHARLESTON , IL--Beginning this month, Eastern Illinois 
University ' s staff and faculty have a resource called OASIS 
to help them sort through the thousands of software programs 
available to higher education. 
The OASIS (Online Academic Software Information System) 
database is one of the most complete listings of microcomputer 
software available . It provides information about the software 
in 17 disciplines, ranging from agriculture to mathematics to 
the social sciences. 
OASIS provides information concerning both commercial and 
non-commercial current software products. The OASIS database, 
of over 1 , 200 software programs , has two search modes , Menu- based , 
for infrequent users, and Expert search, for more experienced 
users who are familiar with the selecting options. 
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With OASIS, users can pick a topic such as agriculture, 
composition, or mathematics and then browse through the product 
profiles. Each entry gives the package name, a concise description, 
machine requirements, cost review citations, information about 
its use on university campuses, and addresses and phone numbers 
of suppliers. 
The primary use for OASIS is intended to provide information 
about the software products for faculty who use software for 
instruction or as research tools . It is also for administrators 
and staff who manage computing facilities on campus and provide 
information of software to students, faculty and research assistants. 
At Eastern , access to OASIS is available through the ECN 
(Educational Computing Network), which is in the Student Services, 
Old Main and Physical Science computer labs. 
OASIS, funded through the Illinois Educational Consortium, 
is administered by the Board of Governors of State Colleges 
and Universities (BOG). The BOG oversees five universities, 
Chicago State, Eastern Illinois , Governors State, Northeastern 
Illinois, and Western Illinois . 
"A bank of software information will help the faculty , 
staff and students at our universities," said Chancellor Thomas 
D. Layzell of the BOG . "OASIS will allow them to find programs 
they need to supplement courses, plan curricula and conduct 
research . 
OASIS is free to users with a microcomputer, communications 
software , and 300/1200/4800 baud modem. The toll- free number 
in Illinois is 800-552- 8699. It is also available through BITNET 
and ECN laboratory terminals on the BOG campuses. 
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